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SUBJECT: SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S REMARKS ON LIMITING MILITARY 
SUPPLIES TO MIDDLE EAST 

1. SOVIET AMBASSADOR CHERVONENKO STATED PUBLIC ALLY OCTOBER 23 
THAT QUESTION OP SOVIET AND AMERICAN MILITARY SUPPLIES TO 
MIDDLE EAST COULD BE SETTLED IN PROCESS OP PEACE SETTLEMENT. 

HIS REMARKS WERE AT LUNCHEON OF PARIS DIPLOMATIC PRESS CLUB 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS. L'AURORE ON 24 TH REPORTED CHERVONENKO 
AS SAYING THAT ARMS SUPPLY QUESTION COULD NOT BE SETTLED "EXCEPT 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF A GENERAL AGREEMENT AND PEACE 
SETTLEMENT." HOWEVER, MORE RELIABLE LE MONDE ON 25TH GAVE 
A MORE POSITIVE VERSION OP THE STATEMENT, REPORTING THAT 
THE AMBASSADOR SAID MILITARY SUPPLIES TO THE ARABS COULD BE 
LIMITED "IN THE PROCESS OP A PEACE SETTLEMENT." SOVIET EMBASSY 
CONTACTS CLAIM THERE WAS NO TRANSCRIPT MADE OP AMBASSADOR'S 
REMARKS AND WERE UNABLE TO PROVIDE CLARIPICATION. 

2. AP ACCOUNT, WHICH OMITTED AMBASSADOR'S REMARKS ON MILITARY 
SUPPLIES, QUOTED HIM AS SAYING "DESPITE THIS COMPLEX SITUATION 
WHICH APPECTS NOT ONLY THE MIDDLE EAST, THE PROCESS OP 
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DETENTE HAS CONTINUED TO INTENSITY". 
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3. SOVIET PRESS COUNSELLOR TOLD EMBOEE THAT CHERVONENKO 
WAS ESPECIALLY MINDFUL OE ERENCH SENSITIVITIES IN PREPARING 
EOR THE QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION AND, ACCORDING TO THE 
L'AURORE ACCOUNT, HE PRAISED THE FRENCH EOR CONTRIBUTING 
TO PEACEEUL SETTLEMENT OE THE CONELICT. THE REMARK ON 
MILITARY SUPPLIES MAY HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE SAME EASHION TO 
STRIKE A POSE OE GENERAL REASONABLENESS AND CONCILIATION 
EOR HIS ERENCH AUDIENCE. HOWEVER, IT ALSO SEEMS TO INDICATE 
SOME SOVIET FLEXIBILITY ON THE QUESTIONOE AN ARMS 
LIMITATION AGREEMENT. 

IRWIN 
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